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<f - CIA chief
admits.iran

forecast gaff

WASHINGTON (AP) — CIA ;
Director Stansfield Turner con- |
ceded yesterday the agency failed J
_to predict the severity of polmcal

. upheavals in Iran, but added that !
the: rest. of world’s intelligence |
agencxes didn’tdo any better. - -
~*Clearly, we would have liked to f
have done better,” Turner said.
fBut1 would like to point out that
‘Zliforecasting political upheav-
“als and military coups and unex-
"pected election results are prob-
ably the most difficult parts of
intelligence, much more dlfﬁcult’l
- ‘than mmtary or economlc mtelh-
gence

" Turner sald however that he \
knew of no other intelligence agen- |
cies in the world that predlcted the
" Iranian ‘upheaval. He also noted
that no journalists or scholars pre-
.dicted that the shah 1 would be forc-

P edtoleavethe country.
£*As we reconstruct our report-

‘=ing over last'summer and fall,
clearly we saw lots of dissidents,’’
“Turner explained, “for rehdxous
.z reasons, for cultural, for polmcal-
.- for economic reasons.
- ™It was like a series of volcanoes
bubbhng But it certainly appear-
".ed.that no one of them would bub-
_ ble up so much that the govern-
- ment couldn’t control it.
i “What we didn't forecast was
t.hat a single man, a 78-year-old
i«, -cleric who had been in exile for 15
“iyears, would be a catalyst that
... would bring these forces together,
:'and we had one huge volcano,
-truly national revolution. 5~ . .
It means- that we have to do
i better at looking at the socio-eco-
‘= nomic happemngs in countrxes,
< Turner said.- “It’s not- easy
~but we'll try harder.”™ - = :
The CIA director also: msnsted
. that he was not’ distressed when
. President Carter openly criticized
: CIA mtelhvence on Iran as made—
‘quate. "~ -
. “Oneis pleased when one s boss
_ tells you how you can serve him
. better,” Turner said. =. -
Turner was interviewed on the
| “ABC telewsxon program “Issues
: . -and Answers.”. - - Lo
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